
4

The International Education Handbook: Principles and Practices of the Field offers a robust 

overview of the international education field. The Facilitator’s Guide is a complementary 

resource to support faculty, trainers, supervisors, and individuals in guiding deeper learning 

and career development.

■■ For graduate program faculty: the Facilitator’s Guide provides faculty members in 

international education, higher education, and student affairs graduate programs 

with activities and tools to help students to connect with the material at a deeper 

level. The suggested learning outcomes, discussion questions, activities, and 

other resources in the Facilitator’s Guide are designed to complement instructors’ 

expertise to create a robust and dynamic learning environment. 

■■ For trainers and supervisors: the Facilitator’s Guide can be utilized for professional 

development and training. Supervisors and trainers may wish to use the 

Facilitator’s Guide to select training activities to engage teams and individuals as 

they expand their knowledge and skills within the field of international education.

■■ For individuals: individuals who seek to enter the international education field, or 

transition to new roles within the field, may benefit from self-directed study and 

career exploration. The activities and resources in the Facilitator’s Guide can be 

adapted for personal use. 

Throughout the Facilitator’s Guide, for the sake of simplicity, learners are referred 

to as “students” and learning activities are referred to as “class activities.” Despite this 

nomenclature, the materials can be adapted for a wide range of contexts.

Chapter Elements
Each of the chapters in The International Education Handbook: Principles and Practices of 

the Field has a corresponding chapter in the Facilitator’s Guide. Each Facilitator’s Guide 

chapter includes learning outcomes, key concepts, terminology, pre-reading questions, 

reflection/discussion questions, and class activities. The Appendix includes resources and 

handouts for the class activities. 

Using the Facilitator’s Guide
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Each chapter in the Facilitator’s Guide begins with a list of desired outcomes for student 

learning. Students will be able to achieve each chapter’s learning outcomes after reading 

the corresponding chapter in The International Education Handbook and engaging with the 

concepts, questions, and activities in the Facilitator’s Guide.

CHAPTER REVIEW
The Chapter Review section provides materials to help facilitators identify important content 

within The International Education Handbook by highlighting key concepts and terminology. 

Key Concepts
The major ideas and themes from the chapter are noted in the form of a bulleted list.

Terminology
Important terminology in the chapter is compiled into a list of definitions. Terminology 

that is featured prominently in two or more chapters is listed in each.

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
The Student Engagement section provides an array of interactive resources to involve 

students in discussion, reflection, and critical thinking. Some of the activities are focused 

on comprehension and reflection about the chapter content, while other activities build on 

the chapter topics with the addition of new materials. 

Pre-Reading Questions
Pre-reading questions help to inspire student thinking about the chapter’s material. These 

questions, written in a more colloquial style, are meant to be considered prior to reading 

the chapter. The goal is to introduce key concepts and stimulate critical thinking. Students 

who complete the pre-reading activities may benefit from increased retention of the chapter’s 

content (Lang 2016). There are three to four pre-reading questions per chapter.

Reflection/Discussion Questions
The reflection/discussion questions should be considered following the reading of the 

chapter to allow for deeper engagement with the material. These questions can be used in 

a number of ways, including individual reflection, discussion between students (either in 

class or virtually), and as written prompts. The question list is divided into the following 

categories, each with a different desired outcome:

■■ Comprehension of key concepts, allowing students to demonstrate their 

understanding of the chapter’s content;

■■ Connection to personal experience, asking students to link key concepts to their own 

personal and/or professional experiences;
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■■ Application to the profession, asking students to extrapolate the content to good 

professional practice; and

■■ Critical inquiry, providing the opportunity for students to explore relevant issues 

of power, equity, and ethics.

There are two to five questions per category in each chapter. Due to time constraints, it 

may not be possible to cover every question; as such, facilitators should choose those that 

best support their desired outcomes.

Class Activities
A list of potential class activities is provided to encourage student participation, reinforce and 

expand the chapter material, and allow for practical application. The activities are written for 

an in-class environment, but most can be adapted for an online or self-study format. 

Between five and seven activities are suggested for each chapter. Due to time 

constraints, it may not be possible to implement every activity; as such, facilitators should 

choose those that best support their vision for the course. The activities can also be adapted 

to serve as pre- or post-class assignments or projects.

Figure 1 demonstrates the layout and information given for each activity. Each 

activity listing includes the activity name, relevant student learning outcome(s), facilitator 

preparation required (if any), format, goals, and step-by-step facilitator instructions. Each 

chapter’s assortment of activities was chosen to provide some variety in terms of topics, 

activity type, and duration. 

Figure 1. Layout of Sample Class Activity

Activity Name

  Relevant student learning outcome(s) for the activity .

Facilitator preparation required, if any .

Approximate time required ■■ Activity flow and facilitator instructions .

Format:  
Whole class, Small groups,  
Pairs, and/or Individuals

Goal:  
Comprehension,  
Personal Experience, 
Professional Application, 
and/or Critical Inquiry
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The actual length of time needed for each activity will vary based on the number of 

students, the classroom dynamics, the facilitation style, and other factors. Many activities 

will refer facilitators to the Facilitator’s Guide Appendix for supporting materials 

(worksheets, visual aids, cutouts, scenarios, etc.), while a few activities will require 

facilitators to source outside materials (websites, books, NAFSA International Education 

Professional Competencies document, etc.). Many activities will not require any facilitator 

preparation.

Course Synthesis
The Facilitator’s Guide includes a chapter focused on synthesizing the content of The 

International Education Handbook. This chapter offers overarching learning outcomes, 

course assignments, and review activities that could be utilized if The International 

Education Handbook and the Facilitator’s Guide are used to structure a course curriculum. 


